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If everyone holds hands, the line  
w

ould w
rap around the w

orld.



H
ow

 m
any do you know

? 
It m

ight be m
ore than you think!



Think of all your friends holding hands. 

N
ow

 think of their m
om

s, dads, brothers 
and sisters. 

A
nd they have friends, too.  

So im
agine their m

om
s, dads, brothers 

and sisters. 

A
nd they have friends, too…



A
ndtheyhave

friends

too!
…

and

grandm
as

grandpas

and and

grandkids
and

uncles aunts

and and

cousins.



M
ost of them

 
create things.

M
aybe a dad in Chile digs for 

copper ore w
hile an uncle in 

India chisels for graphite.



A
 son in Scotland drills for 

oil w
hile a sister in A

m
erica 

saw
s cedar trees.

The line keeps going and going around the w
orld.

m
ore fam

ilies and friends

Fam
ilies and friends,

create different things.

friends of friends and





They sell w
hat they dig, chisel, drill and saw

... 



...to thousands m
ore fam

ilies and friends 
in the line around the w

orld. They w
ill 

create m
any m

ore different things.







W
hat kinds of things? 

Som
e people in Canada slice the 

cedar logs into round sticks.  

Others in B
razil sm

elt the copper 
ore to m

ake brass tubes.  

Som
e people in K

enya refine the 
oil for paint and rubber.  

A
nd others in China squeeze the 

graphite into rods. 





They then sell w
hat they have created to 

m
illions m

ore fam
ilies and friends to create 

even m
ore things!  

W
here does the line end? 

Let’s zoom
 in to find out.



Som
e people in Japan split the 

sticks lengthw
ise and cut the 

rubber into nubs. Then they put 
all the parts together.



They glue each graphite rod onto 
a stick, cover it w

ith another 
stick to form

 a case, paint the 
case, attach a little brass tube 
onto one end of the case, and plug 
a nub into each tube.



They then sell w
hat they have created 

to the next person in the line.





M
aybe that person is you! 

W
hat w

ill you create w
ith it for yourself 

or for som
eone else?





Everyone is different: our 
languages, clothes, m

usic, 
food, religions, bodies, 
histories, and colors. 

If w
e all m

et, m
ost of us 

w
ould not be able to 

talk to each other.



M
illions of people have chosen to give a few

 seconds 
from

 each of their lives to m
ake alm

ost everything 
that you and I ow

n.

Yet, som
ehow

, w
e all 

cooperate to create 
things like the pencil 
w

ithout thinking about it. 

W
e m

ight not even like 
each other. 



So, how
 m

any people do you know
 

in the w
hole w

orld? 

The next tim
e you pick up your 

pencil, rem
em

ber that m
illions of 

people w
orked very hard to create 

each part of it for you.  

W
hen you hold your pencil, you 

are holding hands w
ith ev

eryo
ne 

around the w
orld! 
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A
N

D
R

EA A
LEM

A
N

N
O describes him

self as a "com
pulsive designer w

ho fills the line 
spacing, preferably at 300 dpi. I love to blend the traditional touch w

ith the w
orld of 

digital tools; I use pencil, ink and digital colors to give life to m
y artw

ork.” 

TH
O

M
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published 

num
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w
orks 

of 
fiction 
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non-fiction, 
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 N

ovel. H
e is the senior editor 

at Texas A
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niversity Press. 

LEN
N

OX SA
M

U
ELS is a w

riter and editor based in B
angkok. H

e is a form
er senior editor 

and 
foreign 

correspondent 
for 

N
ew

sw
eek 

and 
the 

D
allas 

M
orning 

N
ew
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has 

reported from
 num

erous countries, and covered conflicts in Iraq and Som
alia, 

am
ong others. H

e w
as an editor of the new

spaper series "V
iolence A

gainst W
om

en," 
w

hich w
on the Pulitzer Prize for International R

eporting in 1994.
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